








Congressional D Level

Gala Room Map
Ballroom Level

V V V

Entrance to the Irish Pub is accessed by the stairs in the Country Saloon. 
Enter the Country Saloon from the State Fair hallway and take the 

stairs to the lower Congressional D Level.

V V V

Any singles wishing to meet other singles, meet at 10:00 p.m. 
under the Marshall Field’s clock in the City of Chicago Ballroom.

(Entrance)



Gala Food and Entertainment

BALLROOM LEVEL

Armed Forces Hall
Send a note to our military personnel overseas

Martini Bar
Reflections Photography

University Ballroom
Second Nature and Doctors Orders – Rock & Roll Dancing

Beef and Turkey Carving Stations, Crudites

Illinois Hall of Heroes
The Strolling Strings

Italian Buffet

Governors’ Hall
Madrigal Alumni Choir – West Springfield High School

Illinois Characters – McLean High School Theatre Arts Department
Reflections Photography

The City of Chicago Ballroom
The Bob Hardwick Sound – Big Band Music

Illinois State Fair
Corn Dogs

Peanuts
Cotton Candy

Eli’s Cheesecake
Ace of Cakes’ Caterpillar Bulldozer Cake

Lemon Shake-ups

Country Saloon
Southern Winds and DJ MiniMe

Country Food Buffet
Whiskey Bar

CONGRESSIONAL D LEVEL

The Irish Pub
Vintage – Motown Review Show and Dancing

Guinness Pubs and Beer
Bangers & Chips

Soft Pretzels



Gala Co-Chairs
	 Richard Gerard Frank	 Suzanne Ing-New

	 Christopher L. Ion	 Jeanne G. Jacob

Gala Committee Chairs
	 Madge Artley – Gifts in Kind	 MayBelle and Tom Chadbourne – 

	 Mary Fran Coffey – Sponsors	      Inaugural Office	

	 Brian Colgan – Hill Liaison	 Dean Franks – Press/Communications	

	 JD Grom – Hill Liaison	 Ricki Harvey – Illinois Characters

	 Holly Havlick – Gift Bags	 Barbara Ing – Centerpieces	

	 Prerna Mona Khanna, M.D., M.P.H. – 	 John and Tammy Kyle – Beverages	      

	      Emergency Response Team	 Chad Marti – Website Administrator	

	 Emily Carlson Marti – Press/	 Bob Masterson – Gift Bags

	      Communications	 Meredith McDanal-Piemme – Invitation/ 	

	 Mary Ann McGee and Barry 	      Program 	

	      Westergreen – Telephone Hotline	 Cary Page – Inaugural Office 	

	 Sol Ross – Political Party Liaison	 Marcia Saumweber – Database

	 James Scott – Security 	      Management	

	 Stephanie Shiflett – Volunteers	 Barbara Valentino – AV Production

William Weber – Political Party Liaison

Gala Decorations Chairs
	 Madge Artley – Sports Bar	 Jeff and Judy Bouey – Chicago Pizzeria

	 Kathleen Chadbourne – Drawing Room 	 Pam Coldren – Magnificent Mile	

	 Rick Gallanti – City of Chicago	 Diane Haines – Roundhouse Café	

	 Jennifer Hanna – University Ballroom 	 Kristen Ion – Theatre Row/Steppenwolf 

	 Pam Ion – State Fair 	      Theatre 	  

	 Quinne Jackson – Interstate 80/Rte 51/Rte 66	 Jean Jordan – Hall of Heroes 

	 Katie Kovar – Hyde Park/State Street 	 Maureen Kovar – Heartland Diner

	 Denise Ott – Riverboat Lounge	 Rachel Maslan – Armed Forces Hall

	 Stephanie Milbergs – DiscoTech	 Debbie Moreau – City of Chicago 

	 Sarah Quesenberry – Drawing Room	 Larry and Heather Ridolfi – Country 

	 Annette Wedderburn – Irish Pub	      Saloon

Terry Wickline – Governors’ Hall

Student Vendors
	 Popcorn Vendor – Darius Kubicek	 Cotton Candy Vendor – Torri Holler

	 Peanut Vendor – Ben Berlin	 Eli’s Cheesecake Vendor – Lauren 

	 Pizza Vendor – Theo Karcher	      Shoelen

	 Kraft Food Vendor – MacKenzie Kennedy	 Lemon Shake-ups – Daniel Taffo	

	 Vendor – Rebecca Medina	 Vendor – Minerva Andraos

Vendor – Peter Andraos

Volunteers



Volunteers
McLean High School, McLean, Virginia

Theatre Arts Students – J. Denise Perrino, Director

	 Dorothy Hamill – Elizabeth Sullivan 	 Mary Todd Lincoln – Vanessa Bretas	

	 Wild Bill Hickcock – Michael Robinson 	 Superman – Stephen Lastova

	 Lois Lane – Julia Katz 	 Supergirl – Emma Lord 

	 Ida B. Welles – Ruby Branscomb	 Ulysses S. Grant – Sherwin Parandeh	

	 Julia Grant – Rachel Zucker 	 Raggedy Ann – Nicole Becher 	

	 Raggedy Andy – Elaina Kaiser 	 Popeye – Charlie Cook 

	 Olive Oyl – Leila Goldstein 	 Bonnie Blair – Jill Crampton

	 Jackie Joyner Kersee – Olivia Applewhite 	 Mother Cabrini – Terry Mittelman 	

	 Shel Silverstein – Matt Parent 	 Jane Addams – Sara Lavenhar 	

Maria Tallchief – Kate Marlette 

The Blues Brothers “Jake and Elroy” – Pietro Perrino & Jackson Langevoort 

The Doublemint Twins – Nayiree Sarkisian & Golzaar Vaziri 

West Springfield High School, Springfield, Virginia
Madrigal Alumni Choir – Fred Peterbark, Director

	 Elisabeth Baugess	 Jared Bookbinder

	 Drew Brooks	 Justin Castle

	 Boone Clayton	 Nate Dickinson

	 R. Craig Hart	 Rhea Hesse

	 Erin Huss	 Alicia Kirsch

	 John Kovar	 Katie Little

	 Megan Lucinski	 Katie McNulty Watts

	 Mike Masinick	 Melissa Mitchell

	 Hal Newman	 Hannah Newman

	 Christine Norris	 Ben O’Dell

	 Kristen O’Dell	 Brian Orr

	 Audrey Peterbark-Ross	 Nicole Peyton

	 Reeahn Romney McKenna	 Kerstin Roper

	 Chris St. Germain	 Mindy Steen

	 Ryan Yanovich

Gaithersburg High School, Gaithersburg, Maryland
Chambers Choir – Sheryl Berlin, Director / Joseph Grimme, Conductor

	 Antwan Ames	 Melissa Augustino

	 Lauren Burgess 	 Marcus Burrows

	 Owen Cain	 Andrew Clarke

	 Anita Damanka	 Celia Dubroof

	 Britt Duff	 Jazmeine France

	 Madelaine Gaw	 Julia Gaw

	 Lily Goldberg	 Kristopher Owens

	 Lydia Martin	 Matt Milazzo

	 Andrew Prebula	 James Priest

	 Vibha Rao	 Ryan Reyes

	 Phillip Robertson	 Emily Samuelson

	 Daniel Sarpong-Peprah	 Maggie Schneider

	 Awa Secka	 Joshua Sommerville

	 Matthew Strote	 Tarangi Sutaria

	 Andrew Toula	 Kenne Toula

	 Lynique Webster



Gifts in Kind

Donors		  Gift BAG DONATIONS

Abbott		  Zone Bars

American Road and Transportation 	 Commemorative Glass
     Builders Association	

Archer Daniels Midland Company	 Truffles/Soy Candles

BeamGlobal	 Miniature Jim Beam Products

Blackberry	 Blackberry Screen Wipes

BP America	 Inaugural Paperweight

Brookfield Zoo	 Z00 Passes

Caterpillar, Inc.	 Keychain LED light

Chicago Board Options Exchange 	 Beanie Bulls/Bears/Blackhawk Schedules

Chicago Bulls	 Derrick Rose Autographed 8 ½ by 11 Poster/ 
		       Chicago Bulls Schedule

Chicago Convention and Tourism Bureau	 Chicago Official Visitor Guide/Chicago 
		       Bookmarks 

Chicago Cubs	 “I Believe” Bracelet

CME Group	 Ipod Speakers

Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP	 Gift Boxed Pens and Bookmarks

Exelon Corporation	 Recycle Blue Tote Bags

Health Care Service Corporation/Blue Cross	 Pedometers
         and Blue Shield of Illinois

Humana, Inc.	 Inaugural T-Shirt/Obama Photo Cube

Jelly Belly Candy Company	 Jelly Bellys

Ken Eckert	 Life Force Product

Kids Across Parents Down LLC 	 Kids Across/Parents Down Puzzle Books

Kaplan University	 Pen with Holder

Kraft Foods	 Energy Trail Mix

LKQ Corporation	 LKQ Tire Gauge

mCapitol Management	 Special Inaugural Dessert

Microsoft	 Zune Pass – Free Trial Gift Card

Monsanto	 Chapstick

Quaker Oats	 Quaker Oats Food/Snacks

Tootsie Roll	 Tootsie Roll Giant Bar

Tourism Bureau of Southwestern Illinois	 Paper Fan with ISS Logo

Trader Joe’s	 Sweet and Savory Trial Size Nut Bag

Verizon Communications	 Toast to the First Lady Champagne Flute

Walgreens	  Ibuprofen 50ct/Commemorative 
		       Walgreens Photo Gift Card   

Walter Payton’s Roundhouse,	 Coasters
     Aurora, IL (Scott and Pam Ascher)  



Gifts in Kind

Donors		  CONTRIBUTIONS
BBJ Linen	 Gold and White Linens for Gala Dinner
Barbara Ing	 Centerpieces, City of Chicago Ballroom
BeamGlobal	 Shoe Shines/Spirits Donation for Gala Ball
Buca de Beppo	 Chicago Pizzeria Centerpieces
Canada Dry Potomac	 A&W Rootbeer for the Heartland Diner
Chicago Bears	 Sports Items
Chicago Blackhawks	 Sports Items
Chicago Board Options Exchange 	 Sports Items
Chicago Bulls	 Sports Items
Chicago Cubs	 Sports Items
Chicago Fire 	 Sports Items
Chicago Sky 	 Sports Items
Chicago White Sox	 Sports Items
Christine Childress	 Badge Design and Printing
Coca Cola Bottling Co. Hanover, MD	 Coca Cola Products for the Heartland Diner
Design of the Times	 Sponsor Signs for Gala
Diageo Premium Spirits	 Guinness Bars for the Irish Pub
Diageo Premium Spirits	 Beer Donation for Gala Ball
Eli’s Cheese Cake Company	 Cheese Cake on a Stick in the State Fair
ESPN 1000 Radio–Chicago	 Banners                                                                                                
Gatorade	 Posters 
Hall’s Rental Service, Inc.	 Cobalt Blue Goblets for Gala Dinner
Health Care Service Corporation/Blue Cross	 Framing Mats and Bags for Caricatures
     and Blue Shield of Illinois
INNdependent Management Group	 Event Management Services
Jan Davis Entertainment and Events	 Gala Entertainment
Janice Sterling	 Illinois Hall of Heroes Posters
Kim Adams and Jayne McLaughlin	 Floral Centerpieces for the Buffet Tables
Kraft Foods	 Snack Foods for the State Fair
Northern Illinois University	 Cups with NIU & Geico logos 
Ray Bowers Photography	 Room Photographs
Rod Ross, ISS Historian 	 Illinois Hall of Heroes Historical Research
Springfield Printing & Graphics	 Invitation, Program, Ticket 
		       Design, and Printing
Steppenwolf Theatre	 Theatre Items and Memorabilia 
Trader Joe’s	 Green Tea Breath Mint Tins 
		       for the Roundhouse Cafe
UNO’s Pizza	 Pizzas for the Chicago Pizzeria
UPS		  Express Mail Services
Wine and Spirits Wholesalers of America	 Wine Donation for the Gala Ball
Linden Beverage Company, Linden, VA	 Apple Cider for the Toast to the First Lady

V V V

A special thanks to Goodwin House Alexandria in Alexandria, Virginia for providing 
facilities for organizing the mailing of invitations and tickets for the Gala.



About the Illinois State Society

T  he Illinois State Society of Washington, DC is the oldest state society in the 
nation’s capital.  It was founded in 1854 as the Illinois Democratic Club of 
Washington City when President Franklin Pierce was in office and before the 

Republican Party even existed.  During Abraham Lincoln’s presidency, it became the 
Illinois Republican Club.  Its name continued to change whenever a new political 
party came into power.  In the golden age of state social clubs from the 1890s 
through the 1960s, a very active colony of Illinois expatriates lived in Washington, 
DC and actually referred to themselves as the “103rd County” of Illinois.  In February 
1917, the Club elected a bipartisan board, passed a resolution supporting President 
Woodrow Wilson on the eve of World War I, and became permanently known as the 
Illinois State Society of Washington, DC.

Over the years, many well–known public figures have been members of the 
Society.  Abraham Lincoln was reported to have been a member, as was his son, 
Robert Todd Lincoln.  On February 21, 1868, Mark Twain attended a reception 
of the Illinois State Association in Washington.  (This was one of the 19th Century 
names of the Illinois Club.)  In his newspaper column of March 1, Twain wrote 
in part, “I refer to the reception given by the Illinois State Association yesterday 
evening…Col. Chester and his fair daughters, former citizens of Chicago, conducted 
the honors with a skill that placed even diffident strangers at their ease; that I 
shortly became a contented Illinoisan.”

On January 6, 1871, the Illinois Club honored President Ulysses S. Grant at 
a reception.  (President Grant’s hometown was Galena, Illinois.)  On  September 
24, 1974, President Gerald R. Ford paid a surprise visit to an Illinois State Society 
reception to honor Minority Whip Leslie C. Arends.  In the 20th Century, 22 
Members of Congress served as presidents of the Illinois State Society including 
former Governor and Senator Charles S. Deneen (1928-1930), former House 
Minority Leader Bob Michel (1966-1967), House Speaker J. Dennis Hastert (1992-
1994), former Congressman Tom Ewing (1994-1995), former Congresswoman 
Cardiss Collins (1995-1996), former Congressman Ray LaHood (1996-1998), and 
Congressman John M. Shimkus.  President-elect Barack Obama attended the 2005 
Gala when he was an Illinois Senator.

The Society’s mission is to promote the history, culture, science, technology, 
commerce, and social traditions of Illinois.  Its members are introduced to the best 
of Washington and Illinois through various educational forums and social events.  
The Society’s Inaugural Galas are held every four years no matter which political 
party wins.  This tradition goes back to President Lincoln’s Inauguration in 1861.

The Society is a founding and active member of the National Conference of 
State Societies.  Former Illinois State Senator and Society President Mark Q. Rhoads 
has written a book on the history of both the state and the State Society titled Land 
of Lincoln: Thy Wondrous Story – The 150th Jubilee Celebration of the Illinois 
State Society to be published by Jameson Books, Ottawa, Illinois.

For up-to-date information on Illinois State Society events, call the ISS HOTLINE 
at 703-461-3610 or visit the Society’s website at: 

www.IllinoisStateSociety.org.

		  Illinois State Society
	 	 3700 Fort Worth Avenue
	 	 Alexandria, VA 22304-1707

Graphics for Illinois State Society Website, Heritage Map, Gala invitations, tickets, and program are by 
Janice Fox Sterling • FoxDesign • (202) 829-1954 • foxylady@erols.com


