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The Illinois Inaugural Gala
Renaissance Washington, DC Hotel

Monday, January 19, 2009
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The Illinois Inaugural Gala

HONORARY CHAIRS

	 The Hon. Richard J. Durbin	 The Hon. Donald M. Manzullo

The Hon. Richard M. Daley

ILLINOIS STATE SOCIETY PRESIDENT

The Hon.  John M. Shimkus

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

	 Suzanne L. Ing-New	 Richard Gerard Frank

	 Christopher L. Ion	 Jeanne G. Jacob

Illinois Members of the 111th United States Congress

The Hon. Richard J. Durbin

	 The Hon. Bobby L. Rush	 The Hon.  Jesse L.  Jackson,  Jr.

	 The Hon. Daniel Lipinski	 The Hon. Luis V. Gutierrez

	 The Hon. Rahm Emanuel	 The Hon. Peter J. Roskam

	 The Hon. Danny K. Davis	 The Hon. Melissa L. Bean

	 The Hon.  Janice D. Schakowsky	 The Hon. Mark Steven Kirk

	 The Hon.  Aaron Schock	 The Hon.  Jerry F. Costello

	 The Hon.  Judy Biggert	 The Hon. Bill Foster

	 The Hon. Timothy V.  Johnson	 The Hon. Donald A. Manzullo

	 The Hon. Phil Hare	 The Hon. Debbie Halvorson

The Hon.  John M. Shimkus

GALA COMMITTEE CHAIRS

	 Madge Artley	 Mary Fran Coffey

	 Brian Colgan	 Dean Franks

	 J.D. Grom 	 Emily Carlson Marti 

	 Mary Ann McGee	 Sol Ross

	 James Scott 	 Stephanie Shiflett

	 Barbara Valentino	 William Weber



The Illinois State Society
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and the 

National Conference of State Societies 

request the honor of your presence at their
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2009 Illinois Inaugural Gala
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on the occasion of the Inauguration of

The Honorable Barack Hussein Obama, Jr.

44th President of the United States of America

and

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden, Jr.

47th Vice President of the United States of America

Monday, January 19, 2009

5:30pm—Gala Reception and Dinner 

8:30pm—Illinois State Society Inaugural Gala Ball

Renaissance Washington, DC Hotel

999 9th Street, NW

Washington, District of Columbia
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Black Tie

Complimentary Food and Beverages



2009 Illinois Inaugural Gala

Come celebrate Illinois!  January 19, 2009 is the night to celebrate all that is Illinois 
including the Inauguration of the 44th President of the United States, The Honorable 
Barack Obama, as well as the 200th birthday anniversary of President Abraham Lincoln. 

Do it all!  Meet your friends under the Marshall Fields’ clock in the City of Chicago ballroom 
where you can dance to the big-band music of the Bob Hardwick Sound.  Enjoy the Strolling 
Strings in the Illinois Hall of Heroes, sip a milkshake in the Heartland Diner, or have 
coffee and tea at the Round House Café.  Imagine the rolling muddy Mississippi while you 
sit in the Riverboat Lounge listening to honky-tonk piano player Daryl Ott.  Kick up your 
heels with Southern Winds in the Country Saloon or rock the night away in the University 
ballroom as Second Nature and Doctors Orders provide continuous dance music throughout 
the night.  Take time to relax in Steppenwolf Theatre on Theatre Row and watch famous 
Illinoisans who made it big on screen and stage.  Have your caricature drawn in the Drawing 
Room or send a greeting to our troops in Armed Forces Hall.  Have a beer in the Irish Pub, 
dance in the DiscoTech, dine in the Chicago Pizzeria, or cheer for your favorite Illinois 
sports team in the Sports Bar. Don’t miss Hyde Park, State Street, Route 66, Interstate 
80, Route 51, and the Magnificent Mile.  And, every trip to Illinois must include a visit to the 
State Capitol in Springfield to visit Governors’ Hall and to attend the State Fair.

Everywhere you go, you will experience the sights, sounds, and foods of Illinois.  Enjoy 
“Heartland” hospitality as the Renaissance Washington, DC Hotel magically transforms into the 
cities, towns, riverfronts, and historical sites in Illinois. Throughout the evening, twelve musical 
groups will provide entertainment, and food and beverages are complimentary.

Gala Sponsors
	 Exelon Corporation	 Motorola
	 Abbott	 ACE Group
	 Archer Daniels Midland Company	 American Airlines
	 Baxter Healthcare Corporation	 Blackberry
	 BNSF Railway	 BP America
	 Career Education Corporation	 Caterpillar Inc.
	 Chicago Board Options Exchange	 CME Group
	 DC Legislative & Regulatory Services	 Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
	 FMC Corporation	 Giffard Group Associates
	 Health Care Service Corporation/Blue Cross	 Hewlett-Packard Company
	    and Blue Shield of Illinois	 Holland & Knight
	 Humana	 J.P. Morgan Chase & Co.	
	 Kaplan University	 Kraft Foods
	 mCapitol Management	 Microsoft
	 Monsanto	 Navistar, Inc.
	 Neil Ross, M.D. & Lynn Hauser, M.D.	 Northern Illinois University
	 Perennial Strategy Group	 The Real Estate Roundtable	
	 Sidley Austin LLP	 Smith Dawson & Andrews	
	 Sonnenschein Nath & Rosenthal	 State Farm
	 Takeda Pharmaceuticals North America, Inc.	 The University of Chicago	
	 UPS	 Verizon Communications	
	 Walgreens	 Winston & Strawn LLC


